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Cattle grazing battle heats up

by Ellen-Porter
Leader Editor
Justabouteverybody whorep-

- Ttesents Luceme Valley wants

rancher Dave:Fisher to keep his
cattle on BLM land in the Ord
Mountains.

In recent weeks, Municipal
Advisory Council Chairman
Chuck Bell, Supervisor Bill
Postmus, Sheriff Gary Penrod
and 28 Californialegislators have
all sent letters to the Bureau of
Land Management, backing
Fisher in his appeal of a pro-
posed order issued April 9, tell-
| inghim toremoveé his cattle from
federal land as soon as possible.

The 28 legislators include
Assemblyman Phil Wyman (who
wrote the letter and collected sig-
natires from his colleagues),
‘State: Senator Pete Knight and
Assémblyman  Russ Bogh:
Wyman and Knight represent
most of Lucemne Valley in the
California Legislature, while
Bogh'sdistrictincludesa portion
of Luceme Valley. :

_ "I have supported a lot of
BLM actions,” Bell said. "Not
this one.”

The BLM issued its order
against Fisher after the South-
west Center for Biological Di-
versity, an environmental group,
said it was violating an agree-
ment worked out in January, be-
cause it had not yet required
ranchers to remove their cattle.
This agreement bans spring cattle
grazing on BLM land, because -
according to the environmental
groups - cattle pose athreat tothe
desert tortoise, which is on the
federal "threatened" species list.

The decision affects several
carttle ranchers, but in San Ber-
nardino County and Lucerne
Valley, the debate centers around
Fisher. He is the owner of Shield
S Ranch, a patchwork of private

land next to BLM land in the Ord-

Mountains between Barstow and
Luceme Valley.

"Stipulation to the Center's
assault on grazing was inappro-
priate, unnecessanly vindictive,

and'terribly expensive forall par- -

ties, taxpayers included,” Bell
said.
Unnecessry herdmg, espe-

‘c1ally during spring calving sea-

son, is likely to be fatal for some
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“of the newbom calves, Bell said.

Bell agrees there are lots of
tortoises in the Ord Mountains.
But he wonders, if there are so
many, why does a rancher's live-
lihood have to be harmed to pro-
tect them? 4

In fact, Fisher's presence in
the‘Ord Mountainsm may actu-
ally help wildlife, he said. Cattle
ranches use water, and this water

sustains many dnlmdl SpCClCS

besides cows.

The Ord Mountain ranch has
lots of wildflowers on the ground
now, Bell said. These flowers
are too short for cattle to-eat, but
the right height for tortoises.

Two nearby areas with lots of
tortoises, Bell said, are the
Johnson Valley and Stoddard
Valley Off-Highway-Vehicle
areas. These areas are better for
tortoises than the Ord Mountains,
he said, because tortoises don't
do as well above 4,000 feet.

Bell wonders why the BLM
was quick to agree to protections

in the Ord Mountains, but hasn't

done so in the off-road areas.
The BLM gets money from off-
see Cattle, page 8 .
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- continued from page 1
road license fees, so that's one
_poss1b1e feason, he said.

"Cows must be easier to round
up than motorcycles," he said.
Could the real "sacred cow" be the
powerful motorcycle industry and
its constituency?

" In-his Jetter,.Postmus -said he....
believes Fisher's ranch would be

the first of séveral to' go out of
buisness if this order takes effect.
MostofFlshershvestockhasbeen

raised in this area, he said, and if
Fisheris forced to sell itto comply -

withthe order, he won'tlikely ever
regain the same quality of herd.

Sheriff Penrod has ordered his’

department to terminate 2 “memo-
randum of understanding” with
the BLM. This memorandum,
which will now only be in effect
until the middle of May, sets forth
.procedures ‘for providing mutual
assistance on public and private
lands.

~ Penrod's reasonforthls hesaid,
was becauseof the proposed order
issued to. Fisher. In his letter to
Walter Johnson, chief of law en-
forcement forthe BLM, he wamed

that cartlemen’ might physically -

resist any law enforcement efforts
to remove theirherds, andhedidn't
want the Sheriff's Department as-
sociated with’ such v1olent range
disputes. '
Penrod said he has received
. calls from cattle ranchers in Ne-
vada and Washington state thank-
ing him for this action.
" ““Hopefully we will generaté
enough concernthat the BLMwill
sayenoughisenough andnotkeep
~ doing things! t.hat hurt cattle ranch-
ers," he said.”

This termmanon of the mutual
aid agreement apparently would
only apply to a request by the
BLM for help in physically re-
moving cattle.

Local deputies say that 1f the

BLM officers need help resolving
the usual crime problems on fed-
eral property - such as breaking
up rave parties - they would go
out, same as usual..

"We'll find a way to make.it
work," Sgt. Errol Bechtel said. "If
there's a problem that needs law
enforcement, we will respond.”

The legislators' letter is ad-
dressed to BLM State ‘Director
Mike Pool, and says ‘those who °
signed believe the BLM actions

'violate Fisher's constitutionally

guaranteed private property rights.
Local Assemblyman Phil Wyman
wiote the letter, and other signers
include State Senator Pete Knight,
and Assemblyman Russ Bogh.

‘Wyman and Knight represent
most of Lucerne Valley and all of
Barstow. Bogh's district includes
a portion of Luceine Valley and
Johnson Valley, where- another
rancheraffected by the BLM deci-
sion has a herd. -

Supervisor Postmus, mean-

while, has submitted writtencom-
ments saying he sides. with the
cattle ranchers to the Barstow of-
fice of the BELM. -

"Itismy behef that the loss of
ranching operations inmy district
will cause considerable- and _per-

‘haps:actionable harm to San Ber-

nardino County by negauvely

. 1mpact1ng its employment and tax

base, which are necessary to pro-
vide vital public services to the

‘¢citizens of San Bernardino

County," he said in his- comment

Postmus also said in-his cori-
ments that there is no scientific
evidence to justify that tortoises
and cattle can't co-exist..

*. He also faulted the BLM for
riot-consulti’rig’with ranchers and
others who have permits to use
BLM land - nor with San Bemnar-
dino County - before reaching an
agreement with the Southwest

Center for Biological Diversity.



